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OBJECTIVE 

 

To determine the efficacy of standard fungicides for the preventative and curative control of fairy 

ring caused by different species of basidiomycete fungi. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 

The preventative study was conducted on an annual bluegrass (Poa annua) and creeping 

bentgrass (Agrostis stolonifera ‘Penncross’) fairway plot maintained at a mowing height of 0.5 

inches at the OJ Noer Research and Educational Facility in Verona, WI with a history of fairy 

ring development.  The curative study was conducted on a creeping bentgrass (Agrostis 

stolonifera ‘Seaside II’) fairway maintained at 0.5 inches at The Club at Strawberry Creek in 

Kenosha, WI.  The individual plots measured 3 X 5 feet and were arranged in a randomized 

complete block design with four replications.  Individual treatments were applied at a nozzle 

pressure of 40 p.s.i. using a CO2 pressurized boom sprayer equipped with two XR Teejet 8005 

VS nozzles.  All fungicides were agitated by hand and applied in the equivalent of 2 gallons of 

water per 1000 ft
2
.  For the preventative study, treatments were applied once on May 11

th
 once 

soil temperatures reached 55°F and again on June 1
st
.  For the curative study, treatments were 

applied on August 10
th

 to a fairway containing widespread fairy ring and applied again on 

August 31
st
.  Disease incidence was rated as 1 if fairy ring was present and 0 if it was not.  The 

results were subjected to an analysis of variance with means separated using the Waller-Duncan 

test (P = 0.05).  Results of the curative fairy ring study can be found in Table 1.   

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Despite previous fairy ring incidence in the preventative fairy ring plot area, no fairy ring 

developed in 2011.  Extensive fairy ring was present at The Club at Strawberry Creek upon the 

first curative fungicide application on August 10
th

.  Unfortunately, in the weeks following the 

application fairy ring incidence decreased significantly among all treatments, including the non-

treated control.  The decrease in disease throughout the experimental area makes it impossible to 

differentiate treatments in this trial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Table 1.  Mean fairy ring incidence on fairway turf at The Club at Strawberry 

Creek in Kenosha, WI in 2011. 
 

Treatment Rate 
Application 

Interval 

Fairy Ring Disease Incidence
a 

Aug 10 Aug 31 Sep 15 

1 
Non-treated 

control 
  0.8a 0.5a 0.0a 

2 Tourney 0.28 OZ/1000 FT2 21 Day 0.5a 0.3a 0.3a 

3 Tourney 0.37 OZ/1000 FT2 21 Day 0.8a 0.5a 0.3a 

4 Prostar 3.0 OZ/1000 FT2 21 Day 1.0a 0.5a 0.0a 

5 Bayleton FLO 1.0 FL OZ/1000 FT2 21 Day 1.0a 0.5a 0.3a 

6 Triton FLO 0.75 FL OZ/1000 FT2 21 Day 1.0a 0.3a 0.5a 

7 Banner MAXX 2.0 FL OZ/1000 FT2 21 Day 1.0a 0.8a 0.3a 

8 Torque 0.9 FL OZ/1000 FT2 21 Day 0.8a 0.5a 0.3a 

a
Fairy ring disease was rated as 1 if fairy ring was observed in the plot and 0 if no fairy ring was observed.  Numbers 

seen here are the mean for all 4 replications.   Means followed by the same letter do not significantly differ (P=.05, 
Waller-Duncan). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


